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BILL ROSENDAHL ENDORSES BARACK OBAMA
AS BEST CANDIDATE FOR LGBT COMMUNITY

Gay Councilmember Says Obama ‘Genuine, Committed” to Civil Rights

LOS ANGELES - Openly gay City Councilmember Bill Rosendahl has
endorsed Barack Obama for president, saying the lllinois Democrat is clearly
the best candidate on issues of importance to the LGBT community.

“Barack Obama is a leader of uncommon vision, great principle and deep
conviction. He has a proven track record of standing up for LGBT civil
rights,” said Rosendahl, the highest-ranking gay official in the City of Los
Angeles. “I am convinced he is the candidate who is most genuinely
committed to fighting for our civil rights.”

Rosendahl, the first and only openly gay man elected to the Los Angeles City
Council, joins West Hollywood Mayor John Duran and West Hollywood
Mayor Pro Tempore Jeffrey Prang as Los Angeles-area local gay officials
who have endorsed Obama.

Rosendahl said he was impressed with Obama’s track record on issues of
importance to the LGBT community. He specifically noted the following:

-Obama supports the repeal of the entire federal Defense of Marriage Act,
and has done so ever since he was a candidate for U.S. Senate in 2004.

-Obama has taken stronger positions on dismantling "Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,"
and on fully inclusive workplace protections, than any candidate in the
presidential race.

-Obama is a strong supporter of every major piece of LGBT legislation in
Congress today.

-Obama supports fair tax treatment for gay and lesbian couples.
-Obama supports equal immigration rights for gay and lesbian couples.
-Obama supports domestic partner benefits for federal workers.

-Obama, while in the Illinois Senate, sponsored a fully inclusive anti-
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discrimination law that included both sexual orientation and gender identity.

-Obama sponsored the Microbicide Development Act to fund research
critical to combating HIV/AIDS in the United States and around the world.

-Obama spoke out on World AIDS Day to an audience of evangelical leaders
at Saddleback Church, publicly disagreeing with the leaders in attendance
who opposed condom distribution.

-Obama, in Illinois, worked to enact a law that authorizes licensed
pharmacists to provide clean needles in small, controlled numbers, a reform
that is credited with achieving dramatic declines in the spread of HIV among
intravenous drug users.

-Obama, in the U.S. Senate, supported efforts to lift the ban on federal
funding for regulated needle exchange programs that are proven to work in
the fight against HIV/AIDS.

-Obama has continued to raise the issue of LGBT civil rights in forums and
town halls nationwide. During a high-profile speech on Martin Luther King
Jr. Day at King’s Ebenezer Baptist Church, he challenged his audience to
support gay and lesbian rights with the same fervor they brought to their own
struggle for civil rights.

“The more | have listened to Barack Obama,” Rosendahl said, "the more
convinced | have become that his commitment to our civil rights is deep and
heartfelt. 1 am impressed that he continually raises the issue of gay civil
rights, even in front of audiences hostile to our issues. I look forward to a
Democratic administration that takes up our cause, instead of taking us for
granted.

“I strongly urge my fellow LGBT voters in California and across the country
to vote for Barack Obama for President.”
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